Art. II.?THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.
When these pages see tlie light, the great event of the year will have passed through two months of its ephemeral existence, and extensive material whereby to form a correct judgment of the history of the past decade, and to indulge in an augury of the future, will have been collected by every reflective and analytic mind. It is not our purpose to dwell upon those more salient features of the second holding of the World's Fair, which must arrest the attention and claim the admiration of all comers, which are commented upon by individuals and by coteries, which illustrate the design of the founders, and force themselves upon the least cultivated perceptions. It is enough to render our passing tribute to the public spirit, and the intellectual acumen which actuated and invigorated the designers of this great scheme: it suffices to say, with the rest of the world, " Well done and then we may pass to those considerations which most naturally suggest themselves to the mind that regards the International Exhibition of 1862 less as a fact than an influence, less as a great scheme successfully carried to its issue, than as an important link in a chain of association, as a lasting landmark in the history of mankind.
With the purpose and effect of the International Exhibition in a commercial point of view, it is not our province to deal, while we fully acknowledge the grandeur of the scale upon which its arrangements have been effected, the immense national and international importance of the scheme, and the wide results which it is calculated to develope. In a certain sense, the commercial and the educational value of such an undertaking are identical; and it is in this sense that we propose to examine its purpose and results. 
